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Martha
Washington’s Will,
Stolen From the
CourtHouse Records

in Dirginia, |
Was Bought by
Mr. Morgan. Mr.
Morgan, Knowing
LOhere It LDas
Stolen From,
Give

Refuses to

- It Up.

HO owns that priceless, pil
W ous document, the orfuin.
« of the Iast will amil testq

ment of Martha Washington, 1
“Mother of Countr
guestion?  Of course: Martha Waslh-
ington’s countey owns it. Where i
the proper and lawful repository of

lier IFonlis!

that will? A question not gquite o
fooli=h, but still easily answered:
The County Court of Ialefax

County, in the Commonwenlth of Vir-

ginin, where Martha Washinglon's
last will and testianen! was admitted
to probate.  Por that i< the law of
the lami ! !
Would rou cxpeet the sovereign

State of Virzindo, aml the ecounty of

Fairfax. where Martha Washington
Hyead nnd  hebd noarl all of her
1]1"“[\[‘1'.‘ 14 :l] t:l;!l HW I'i:' SiCreys-

fully By 0 receiver of siolen
2ovuls? et Muartha Washingion's
Inst  wil Al testament  remain

permanently in the possession of g
multimilllonaire collectar of precions
documenis?

Waonrhidn't

Yot expect

the Attorney-

of e sov ign  Stute of
upon that rich eollector's
refusit! to restore tho priceless reije

to s torepository, to in-
voke the the United  States
Supreme Court to compel him to
o s

W thiant is exactly what John

Garland Pollurd, Attorney-Genera] of
Virginia. has done.  This {= the title
the which he has filed with
the clerk of United States Su-
premie Court:

“Comumonw
plainant., vers
gan, defenmd:

In Lig potition 1o the Chief Jlustice
and the Associate Justi the Su-
preme Court of the United States At-
torney-tionepal Pollnrd sgve:

“Thut on June 21, 1502, {he list
will and testament of Martha Wish-
ington, deceased, the wife of the first

of st

of Virgiuin, ecom-
hin Plerpont Mor-

President of the United States of
Amerion, Jdated noptember 20 1806,
was adlmijtie 1o probate amd
record fare the County Court of
Fairfax Cnu . In the Commom-
wenlth of Vi nia: that, in neeord-

ance with the terms of the statute in
Ueh cases amd provided. said
will and testament was left and re
mained in the e erli's offiee of the
County Court of Falefax County, in
the Commonwenlth of Vipel . thut
sald will and restament thereby he-
came and now i=s prerty of the
Commonwen of Viiginin and a
public re | . ad a doen
ment hel s Conunonwealth
of Virg 4wl and testa

1ereof,

ment is 0 ol ‘ hichh Las sueh
Epecial, (N dalinary, NHCOon
and unigue e that it cannot he

repiaced
not =suscen
for by i
measure of

will and 1e=t
title under
real

monev, amnd is

ine compensatoed

thut sald
a4 munlment of
viluable

and acuted
within the lanmonwen th of  Vir-
ginia have been disposed of @ that
said Jast and testament, left ns
aforesaid in sadd clerk’s office. wns

in the jposs
wealth of \

ssston of the
R 1t the

Comnmon-

thne {1 was
lilegally abstra hereinafter
set forth; that =ald t will and
testament was wrongflle sand |l
legally abstructed from the posses
glon end voof the Cominon

wealth of \
the possess]

inia
a1 BT

id hus come into
mnider the control

of the said defendant. and that as
against your Oratrix, who is the 18 w-
ful owner of 1t sald lusr will and
testament, the suid doefenduant Las not
acnulred, cit T al lnw or An equity,
any right, title or interes to
the said Iast wi'l and 1o g

The petitlon further =y
although the ssid defendant ;
duly requested so to do, he has fyiled
and refused, snd still doth refuse 1o
dellver to your Oratrix the eaid doen-
ment."

At least one of these yefusy s 15 n
remarkable document in hiself,  Re.
membering that Marthe Wasline-
ton's will was purloined

from tLhe
archives of Fairfux Counte

during

the Civll War, and remained in the
hands of itg purloiner and hig helr

8

1915.

25,

Facsimile of the Last Page of Martha Washington's Will.

for nearly fiftz years, when it was
s0ld by the iatter to J. Pierpont Mor
gan, the elder. consider the effrontery
of the folowing letter signed by
Belle da Costa Greene, My, Moregan's
librarian. 1t is addressed {o Mrs. 1.
S, Barbour, of Fairfax, V.. rezent of
the Falls Chureh Chapler of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, and dated December 26, 1015
“Dear Madame—Upon s return
from England Mr. J0. 7. Morgan has
reid your letter of November 10, nnd
in reply has asked me to By thnt
he vegrets hie is unnble to aceede (o
rour request that the will of Marths

Washington  be returned to  the
apehives of Fairiax County,
“Mr. Morgan desires me to sayv

that hie will be glad to have this will
photographed and send you n set of
such photographs, if vou so desire,
e would  appreeiate  the  return
vourtesy of i photographle reprodue
tion of the will of Georee Washing
ton,  which is deposiied in the
archives of Fairfax County.”

Needless to say, the Daughters of
the American Revolution and the Jeo-
ple of Fairfax County were not in a
stitle of mind to be satisfled with
AMr. Morgan’s photographe of Martha
Washington's will.

It was ten years ago that the ofli-
cials  of Fairfax County recelved
their fivet hint that, perhaps, the
Martha Washinston will had escaped
destruction . when  the  town wis
sacked during the Civil War. I, W,
Richardsen, who hidd then been eoleric
of Fairfax County for a quarter of
century, heean to receive lettors from
persons in New York asking if a elenr
title to the will of Martha Washing-
ton conld be had.  His invariable re-
Eponse was that the original will be
longed to the peaple of IFairfax
County and conld not hp legally (is-
nosed of by any one into whose pos-
sessfon it had fallen.

Four or five years later R. Walton
Monre. an attorney of Washinglon
and Fairfax. lenrned that (he original
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talned it in his possesslon for thirty
rears, and shortly before his dealh
gave it to his daughbter, who, thirteen
vears later, fn 1905, <ol it to the
late J. Plerpont Morgan.”
“Contraband of war?" A 1nlon
ollicer engaged in the task of gaving
the Unlon rescued a public document
belonging to the Unfon. Two Years
later the Union's cause had won,

Miss
Belle
da
Costa
Green,
Mr.
Morgan's
Librarian,
in
Mr.,
Morgan's
Library.

John
Garland
Pollard,

Attorney-
General
of

Virginia.

will Liad been seen in the collection
of the lute J. P, Morgan. Ie told
Vernon Ford, the Commouwenlth's
attorney at Fairfax, and the Board
of Supervisors directed Vord to write
to Mr. Morgan. lHe wrote n Sueces-
sion of letters in Lig ofliein] capacity,
aut never received a reply to any of

them,  After a time he learned §n-
directly that the ojder J. I'ierpont
Morgan had declnred:

“The will of Martha Washington
was cuntraband of war—loot—nnd |
nave a right to keep 1.

\fter the  elder Morgan's death
pres=sutre wns brought to bear npon

Lis son to restore the will to Falrfax
County Governor Stunrt gave his
attention ta the matter. At the an-
nunl mecting of the Daughters af {he
American evolution, held Wasl
fngton in 1914, Mrs. Willinm Cnm
mings Stary, theip presidont, read e

entire correspondence  botween  the
Governor and Mr. Morzan, In this
way was made public for the firs:

tinie the present J, Pierpont Morean's
statement of how the will eanme into
< possession. His  statement 1o
Gaovernor Stuart follows:
"The will of Martha Wa
vas taken from the Falrfax Couit
{onse In 1862 by 4 eotone]l of the
nien army, who resened it from de-
struetion by his men. This officer re

shington

The Commonwealth of Virginia was
once more part of it-—no lonwer an
enemy of the Union, its people no
longer encniies of the snidiers whao
had looted  Fairfax  County Court
House. But did their colone] return
to its lawful repository the precious
document which™ he had *rescuel™?
Noi “he carefully preserved the doen-
ment throughont his life, and on tie
eve of his death guve (L (o his dunen-

ter"—never his property—in faet,
stolen property, Analysiz of Mr, Mor
gnn's own  statement to Governor

Stuart proves ir 10 have been stolen
properiy.

Knowlng the Martha Washington
wiil to be stolen property, the elder
Mr. Morzan nevertheless boucht It
from the thief's helr., He ndmite that
he receiverd stolen Foods, Amd 1t
iahes aosult in the Suprome Conrt of
tie United States to pry them loosa
from liim

The people of Virginin are amazed
at the moral attitude of the late John
Pierpont Morgan, who, at one nna-
ment, was a decent pllar of the
chureh and the next moment refiae
to give up stolen property. Sclence,
however, appears nble to expiain
glaring inconsistencles of this sopr.
The psyehology of a person who can
do gueh things is, perhaps, axplained
in the following paragraph from =a

Copyright, 1915, by the Star Company. Great B
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recent lecture delivered by Dr. W.
H. B. Stoddart, expert in mental dls.
ea: at Sl Thomas's Hospiial,
London:

“The swindling financier refuses to
ncknowledge to himself that he, as 1
financier, is the same Individual who
reads the lessons at chureh and bullt
the local almshouses, or he condones
his swindles with aects of piety ani

HETEe 1y
Foa

THOME oM

t_"hru‘ir‘\’. This ig an example of what
Is Kknown gs “dissociation, or, ns
Janet ealls it the ‘splitting of con-
=Clon=ness.’ This  phenomenon oc
eurs quite commonly when, for ex-
ample, wo converse on onp subject
atl wreite a letrer about arother, ami
It is quite possible for our financier,
while rending the lessong, to be at
the same time devising some sehen
wherehy he may succeed in trans-
ferring somehody else’'s banking
conntl to his own.”

Though  unwililng to  give up
Martha Washington's will, the pres-
ent . P, Morgan does not wholly
Lznore letters written to him on the
stibject.  Ife cven made suggestions
to Governor Stuart, referring to the
Fairfux Ceunty Court House as not
tiveprool, and expressing the opinion
that George Washington's will shonid
b taken thenee to Mount Vernon for
silekeeping,

Mr. Morzan also obfected to Fair-
fnx County ns inconvenient in the
ciaze of visitors who desler to in-
spect historie doenments.

To many cittzens of Virginia, and
particularly Malvfax County, there |s
more about the Father of His Coun-
try than his last will and testament
to urge patriotic eclitizens of this
country to visit FFalrfax County. It
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Dirginia Aroused
to Indignation
By Morgan’s
Surprising Letter
Offering a
Photographic Copy
of the Stolen
ill Brings Suit

the Precious
Document.

Recover

is the same In the ecase of Marths
Wiashington. Both their lives wera
really rooted in the soil of that part
of Virginia. It was the hone dearest
to their hearts. Most of the valuahle
property they left was located there,
Martha Washineton, at the time of
her death, was the richest woman of
Fairfax County,

Who would not rather gaze upon

The Old Court House of Fairfax County, Virginia (And Above) J. Pierjant lorgan,
Whorzs Father Bought the Stolen Will.

the arizinal parehment of the willst
.b.r George and Martha Washington
in the County Court House, wheref
both of them resteqd together for|,
nearly half a century, than even to |
inspect them at Mount Vernon? :]

In the United Statoes Supreme
Court sult which Attorney-General®
Pollard, for the Commonwealth of

Virginin, has brought azainst J. Pier-
pont Morgan, he clearly states that
with its admission to probate the
will of Marthn Washington “became
and now js the property of the Com-

ritaln Rights Reserved.

monwenlth of Virginia—a chattel
which has  such  specinl, extraor-
dinary, uncommon and nunigue value
that it cannot be replaced by means
of money, and is not susceptible of
belng ecompensnted for."” 3 4]
This is virtually a statement of the
common law coneerning wills. When
they have bheen admitied to praobate
they are permanent!ly in the cusiody
of that court, and the properiy of 1l
Commonwealth, This law is common
to the endes of all States, Section
2620 of the New York Code of Civil

Procedure, vor oxambple. heeing with

this parageapin

“Ivery wlil adniitied to probate,
together with the decree, orider or
jwlgment  admitiing it to probate,

shall he recorded in the proner Sur-
rogate’s Conrl,. Where 0 written will
fs proved. It must e filed amd re-
main in the Snre (e's offies,”

In view of a'! this, how ean 1. P.
Merean expeet (o retain ponseessi
the will of thn Washington, the
siolen  property  of the soverelgn

Ma

State of Virginia?




